
 
 

YEAR 10 Drama CURRICULUM PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 
In Drama at Laurence Jackson School, our goal is to inspire and engage students to develop a love of drama and increase their confidence, collaboration and 

communication skills to understand and meet the challenges of a diverse and changing society and the world of work. In Drama, we create a safe space where 
we encourage pupils to make the most of the opportunities we have to offer – sometimes this means being experimental, challenging views and taking risks – 

this enables pupils to become self-assured, collaborative, inquisitive, articulate, resilient, confident and responsible members of the wider world. 
 

‘Building confidence, developing collaboration, enhancing communication.' 

 
 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 
Topic GCSE Drama Component 1: Devising 

Responding to stimuli 
Theatre Making: rehearsing and completion 
of performance element of component 1 

Studying a text 

Core 
Knowledge/ 
Threshold 
Concept 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consolidate Drama 
Vocabulary, skills and 

techniques learned at 
KS3. 
 

Refine group work 
and contribution skills 
to be able to work 

with others 
effectively. 
 

Revisit key concepts 
from KS3: 
Stanislavski, Artaud, 

Brecht 
 
Explore new concepts 

to have as options for 
future creations: 
Comedy, Theatre in 

Education, Morality 
plays etc. 

Learn new techniques/styles of theatre-
making. 

 
Formulate personal response to stimuli. 
 

Develop, as a group, an understanding of 
key themes of the stimuli. 
 

Create a narrative for devised performance. 
 
Research and utilise a number of 

practitioners and genres that would be 
effectively used in own devised work.  
 

Ongoing group rehearsal and preparation for 
the Devising component examination of 
group performance.  

 
Record findings, developments, evaluative 
comments in journal for use in coursework 

completion.  

Consolidate new techniques/style of theatre-
making. 

 
Continually reflect on personal response to 
stimuli. 

 
Evaluate the use effectiveness of 
practitioners and genres that are used in 

own work.  
 
Ongoing group rehearsal and preparation for 

the Devising component examination of 
group performance.  
 

Perform devised piece. 
 
Record findings, developments, evaluative 

comments in journal for use in coursework 
completion. 

Reflect on devised 
performance to 

complete component 
1 coursework 
requirement.  

 
Introduce 
Component 3 written 

examination 
requirements.  
 

Analyse and utilise 
performance 
elements of the year 

10 set-text. 
 
Analyse and utilise 

production elements 
of year 10 set-text. 
 

 



 
 

Why this 
learning now? 
 
 
 

Learning is deliberately sequenced having considered what core knowledge is required to unlock deeper understanding of a topic and the ability to make 
connections between topics so that when implementing this intent, teachers can effectively and explicitly draw attention to where a 
keyword/concept/behaviour/pattern etc has been seen before and effectively expose the relationship to the current topic through questions such as: 
Where have we seen this before? What does this remind us of? How does this have a relationship with what happened previously? How does our 
understanding of the previous concept inform our understanding of this one? and hence facilitate better learning. 

 
At the beginning of year 

10, it is crucial to 
establish personal areas 
of interest and to 
identify any gaps in 
knowledge of previously 
learned work.  
 
This half term is an 
optimal time to observe 
how pupils work 

together and to begin 
considering the makeup 
of a group for the 
assessed GCSE 
component. 
 

 
Learning new techniques and styles will have 

constant influence on the final piece. A broad 
range of knowledge and techniques allows pupils 
to explore the concepts of theatre-making in 
depth. 
 
Having a personal response to the stimuli that 
will be at the centre of the work completed in 
Component 1 is essential as this response will 
guide individual performance, group production 
choices and will be crucial in reflection in written 

element of this unit. 
 
Recording early influences, effective and 
ineffective choices will positively support the 
coursework that is completed at the end of the 
year. 

 
As the devised piece is taking shape, pupils are 

able to refine it to suit the goals established 
earlier in the year. 
 
Rehearsing is essential to ensure that the final 
piece delivers what pupils set out to do and that 
individual performances are as effective as they 
can be. 
 
Final performance examination will take place in 
Summer 1. Pupils will have had adequate time to 

prepare and this will leave adequate time to 
complete the coursework.  

 
Since the practical 

element for component 
1 was completed, 
pupils have had 
adequate time to 
reflect and complete 
effective coursework. 
 
Pupils are now ready to 
reflect on choices of a 
playwright and begin to 

prepare for the 
Component 3 written 
exam taken next year. 

Assessment 
Opportunities: 

Pupils are given the opportunity to perform or share work with teacher/whole class. Self, peer and teacher feedback is shared on every 
occasion and is essential to reflect upon to improve work. Formal assessments are recorded on the tracker and are used to inform Progress 
Checks. 

Component 1: 

Practical - AO2. 
Evaluative - AO1/AO2 

• ‘Traditional Tales’  
• ‘Dark Matter’ 

Component 1: Devising  

 
• Coursework draft Q1+2 

• mock exam (performance) 

Component 3: Section A – performance and 

production awareness  
 
Component 1: FINAL Devising exam 
Component 1: coursework draft Q3+4 

Component 3: Mock 

exam 
 
Component 2: Final 
coursework 

Learning at 
Home  
 
 
 

Home Learning tasks are given weekly and come in a variety of formats: knowledge organisers to review, research tasks, journal 
completion, portfolio preparation, additional rehearsal etc.  

KS3 review: 
(Knowledge 
Organisers) 

Genre fact finding 

Research of practitioners and styles pertinent 
to own work. 
Write personal monologue for devised 

character 

Re-read set text 
 
Prepare performance requirements 

Rehearse 

Reflective journal 
 
Revise for written 

exam 



 
 

  Rehearsal  
Reflective Journal   

Reflective journal 

Key 
Vocabulary 
 
 
 

Drama essential 
vocabulary: 

Rehearsal 
Performance 
Characterisation 

Evaluation 
Genre 
Practitioner 

Script 
Devising 
 

… and related 
vocabulary, 
particularly: 

Devising 
Improvisation  
Proxemics 

Gestus 
 

Drama essential vocabulary: 
Rehearsal 

Performance 
Characterisation 
Evaluation 

Genre 
Practitioner 
Script 

Devising 
 
… and related vocabulary, particularly: 

Tension 
Role on the Wall 
Forum Theatre 

Verfremdungseffekt  
 
 

Drama essential vocabulary: 
Rehearsal 

Performance 
Characterisation 
Evaluation 

Genre 
Practitioner 
Script 

Devising 
 
… and related vocabulary, particularly: 

Tension 
Role on the Wall 
Forum Theatre 

Verfremdungseffekt  
Tableaux  
Cross-cutting 

 

Production 
elements: Staging, 

Set, Props and stage, 
furniture, Costume, 
Lighting, Sound  

 
 
Performance 

elements: Pitch, 
Pac, Tone, Volume, 
Pause, Eye contact, 

Facial expressions,  
Gesture, Space, 
Proxemics, Levels 

 
 
  

 

Spiritual, 
Moral, Social 
and Cultural 
concepts 
covered 

Provision for the spiritual development of pupils: When responding to stimuli and creating an original piece of work pupils are using 
their imagination and creativity 
Provision for the social development of pupils: Through rehearsing and performing drama together, pupils effectively use a range of 

social skills  
Provision for the cultural development of pupils: By exploring a range of practitioners, genres, styles and influences in historical and 
cultural contexts, pupils develop their understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own 

heritage and that of others 

Links to 
careers and 
the world of 
work 
 

The Drama department works closely with the careers department to offer our pupils opportunities to study, meet and collaborate with the 

theatre industry to understand and appreciate the range of work available to our young people. Career pathways include the following: 
Actor, Critic, Director, Drama Editor, Drama Teacher, Event Planner, Theatre Journalist, Linguist, Magazine Contributor, Playwright, 
Producer, Production Crew Member, Researcher, Speech Writer, Stage Manager, Television Series Producer, Theatre Company Director, 

Writer. 

 


