
 
 

YEAR 11 Drama CURRICULUM PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 
In Drama at Laurence Jackson School, our goal is to inspire and engage students to develop a love of drama and increase their confidence, collaboration and 

communication skills to understand and meet the challenges of a diverse and changing society and the world of work. In Drama, we create a safe space where 
we encourage pupils to make the most of the opportunities we have to offer – sometimes this means being experimental, challenging views and taking risks – 

this enables pupils to become self-assured, collaborative, inquisitive, articulate, resilient, confident and responsible members of the wider world. 
 

‘Building confidence, developing collaboration, enhancing communication.' 

 
 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 
Topic Year 11 GCSE Drama Component 2: Performing from a Text Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice 

Core 
Knowledge/ 
Threshold 
Concept 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consolidate Drama 
Vocabulary, skills and 

techniques learned at 
KS3 and beginning of 
KS4. 

 
Review Component 3 
criteria. 

 
Create Live Theatre 
Evaluation notes 
following Theatre 

trip. 
 

Formulate personal response to character 
from plays(s) performing from.  

 
Develop, as a group, an understanding of 
text(s). 

 
Research and utilise a number of 
practitioners and genres that would be 

effectively used individual and group 
performance.  
 
Ongoing group rehearsal and preparation for 

the Performing from a Text component for 
formal practical examination.  
 

 
Analyse and utilise performance elements of the year 10 set-text. 

 
Analyse and utilise production elements of year 10 set-text. 
 

Review and refine Theatre Evaluation notes and skills for section B. 
 
Revision and preparation for written exam.  

Why this 
learning now? 
 
 
 

Learning is deliberately sequenced having considered what core knowledge is required to unlock deeper understanding of a topic and the ability to make 
connections between topics so that when implementing this intent, teachers can effectively and explicitly draw attention to where a 
keyword/concept/behaviour/pattern etc has been seen before and effectively expose the relationship to the current topic through questions such as: 
Where have we seen this before? What does this remind us of? How does this have a relationship with what happened previously? How does our 
understanding of the previous concept inform our understanding of this one? and hence facilitate better learning. 

 
At the beginning of 
their final year, pupils 

 
Now that the devising unit is completed, pupils 
have been exposed to a wide-range of styles, 

 
Components 1 and 2 are completed.  
 



 
 

have a chance to assess 
what they have learned 
so far in the Drama 
school career.  
 
The Theatre Evaluation 
is a crucial part of the 
end of year written 
exam. Pupils will have 
the chance to see 
professional live theatre 
and prepare notes for 
the written exam.  
 

practitioners and techniques; they have also been 
given opportunities to create something 
absolutely original without the limitations of script 
or theatre maxims. The devised unit has allowed 
pupils to be theatre-makers in every sense of the 
word. 
 
Component 2 allows pupils to focus solely on 
their performance skills. Pupils should be able to 
take what they have learned in KS3 and year 10 
and choose voice, space and physical skills to 
produce convincing and poignant performances 
from a text.  

Component 3 is the last element of the GCSE programme. Pupils will utilise 
all they have experienced as performers, theatre-makers and theatre 
attendees, along with accurate terminology and knowledge of drama, to 
respond to the written examination with focus, creativity and clarity.  

Assessment 
Opportunities: 

Pupils will complete a practical examination with external examiner in the Spring term. The Year 11 mock exam takes place in Spring Term 1 
and the focus for the rest of the Spring Term is the formal written examination.  

 
Recall and retrieval 
questions at the 

beginning of each 
lesson on prior 
learning 

 
Component 2: mini 
script assessment 
(AO2) 

 
Component 3: 
Section B – Live 

Theatre Evaluation 
 

 
Recall and retrieval questions at the 
beginning of each lesson on prior learning 

 
Component 2: mini script assessment (AO2) 
 

Component 3: Mock examination  
 
Component 2: Final Performance from a Text 
examination (externally assessed) 

 
Recall and retrieval questions at the beginning of each lesson on 
prior learning 

 
Personalised assessment of key areas 
 

Component 3: ‘Theatre Makers in Practice’ final examination  

Learning at 
Home  
 
 
 

Home Learning tasks are given weekly and come in a variety of formats personalised for pupils’ progress needs: knowledge organisers to 
review, research tasks, rehearsal, revision, exam questions etc. 

KS3+4 review: 
(Knowledge 
Organisers) 

Research of playwright, context, intentions 
and styles of performance pertinent to own 
work. 

 
Re-reading of set text. 
 



 
 

  
Research tasks link to 

Component 2 criteria. 

Rehearsal and refinement of scripted 
performance.  

Practice questions. 
 

Revision of elements of performance and elements of production 
within the confines of the GCSE set-text.  
 

Reviewing notes and Theatre Evaluation practices.  
 

Key 
Vocabulary 
 
 
 

Drama essential 

vocabulary: 
Rehearsal 
Performance 

Characterisation 
Evaluation 
Genre 

Practitioner 
Script 
 
 

Drama essential vocabulary: 

Rehearsal 
Performance 
Characterisation 

Evaluation 
Genre 
Practitioner 

Script 
 
… and related vocabulary, particularly: 

spatial Awareness, Weight Placement, Focus, 
Relaxation, Stage Formation, Vocal texture, 
Articulation, Pause, Interpretation, Technical 

Skill, Stylistic Skill 
 

Drama essential vocabulary: 

Rehearsal 
Performance 
Characterisation 

Evaluation 
Genre 
Practitioner 

Script 
Devising 
 

… and related vocabulary, particularly: 
Elements of production 
Elements of performance 

Spiritual, 
Moral, Social 
and Cultural 
concepts 
covered 

Provision for the spiritual development of pupils: When responding to the set-text and when performing from a script, pupils are 
using their imagination and creativity 

Provision for the social development of pupils: Through rehearsing and performing drama together, pupils effectively use a range of 
social skills  
Provision for the cultural development of pupils: By exploring a range of practitioners, genres, styles and influences in historical and 

cultural contexts, pupils develop their understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own 
heritage and that of others 

Links to 
careers and 
the world of 
work 
 

The Drama department works closely with the careers department to offer our pupils opportunities to study, meet and collaborate with the 
theatre industry to understand and appreciate the range of work available to our young people. 
Career pathways include the following: Actor, Critic, Director, Drama Editor, Drama Teacher, Event Planner, Theatre Journalist, Linguist, 

Magazine Contributor, Playwright, Producer, Production Crew Member, Researcher, Speech Writer, Stage Manager, Television Series 
Producer, Theatre Company Director, Writer. 

 


