
 
 

YEAR 10 GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 
Subject Curriculum Intent: 
Our aim is to promote the vitally important role that geography plays in understanding how the world works in an increasingly globalised society and economy. We aim to 
promote in all students a curiosity and fascination about the wider world outside of Redcar and Cleveland to give students a framework that resonates with them for 
understanding their own place in the world. To meet our goal of inspiring excellence in geography our curriculum is designed around four key branches: developing students’ 
knowledge and understanding of place; their understanding of physical and human geography; promoting an awareness of ourselves as global citizens and how sustainable 
choices can have a positive impact on our planet; and supporting the development of transferable skills which will lead to success in geography and enhance the cultural 
capital students need to prepare them for future successes. 
 Topic 1 Topic 2 & 3 Topic 4 & 5 Topic 6 & 7 Topic 8 
Topic Coastal Landscapes Understanding development 

/ Urban growth and 
sustainability 

Climate Change / Energy Nigeria and Lagos Case 
Studies 

River Landscapes and 
Fieldwork investigation 

Core 
Knowledge/ 
Threshold 
Concept 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Coastal processes which 
shape our coast  

• Landforms created by 
erosion 

• Landforms created by 
deposition 

• Coastal management: 
hard and soft 
engineering, including 
case study of Lyme Regis. 

• Measures of 
development, and 
limitations of these 
measures 

• The Demographic 
Transition Model 

• Causes and 
consequences of uneven 
development 

• Strategies for reducing 
the development gap, 
including case study of 
tourism in Kenya. 
 

• Causes of urbanisation 
and differing rates 
between HICs and LICs. 

• Sustainable urban living 

• Urban transport 
strategies 

• Evidence of past climate 
change 

• Causes of climate 
change: natural and 
human 

• Effects of climate change 
on people and the 
environment 

• Strategies for managing 
climate change: 
mitigation and 
adaptation 
 

• Issues linked with energy 
security and insecurity 

• Factors affecting supply 
of energy and impacts of 
energy insecurity 

• The changing energy mix 
including example of 

• Location, importance and 
context of Nigeria as a 
country classified as a 
NEE. 

• The changing industrial 
structure of employment 
in Nigeria 

• The role of TNCs in 
Nigeria’s development, 
including example of 
Shell Oil. 

• Aid projects in Nigeria, 
including example of 
Nets4Life in northern 
Nigeria. 
 

• The location, importance 
and growth of Lagos as a 
megacity in Nigeria 

• Opportunities created by 
urban growth in Lagos 

• The long profile of a river 
and the changing cross 
profile downstream 

• River processes which 
shape our landscape  

• Landforms created by 
erosion or deposition 
along the river’s long 
profile 

• Hydrographs and causes 
of flooding in a drainage 
basin 

• Flood management 
strategies: hard and soft 
engineering 
 

• Fieldwork investigation: 
Does the river in Danby 
get deeper and wider as 
it flows downstream? 

 



 
 

fracking as an extraction 
of fossil fuels 

• Sustainable energy, 
including energy 
conservation 

• Local renewable energy 
scheme in the developing 
world: rice husk biofuel 
energy in Bihar, India 

 

• Challenges created by 
urban growth in Lagos 

• Urban planning in Lagos 
to improve quality of life: 
Makoko Floating School 
 

• Impacts of Nigeria’s 
economic development 
on the quality of life for 
Nigerian people and on 
the environment 

Why this 
learning now? 
 
 
 

Learning is deliberately sequenced having considered what core knowledge is required to unlock deeper understanding of a topic and the ability to make 
connections between topics so that when implementing this intent, teachers can effectively and explicitly draw attention to where a 
keyword/concept/behaviour/pattern etc has been seen before and effectively expose the relationship to the current topic through questions such as: 
Where have we seen this before? What does this remind us of? How does this have a relationship with what happened previously? How does our 
understanding of the previous concept inform our understanding of this one? and hence facilitate better learning. 

The GCSE starts by studying 
‘Coastal Landscapes.’ Topics 
are deliberately sequenced 
with more complex topics 
placed in Year 11 when 
students have a greater all 
round knowledge and 
understanding. ‘Coastal 
Landscapes’ is more 
accessible to build 
confidence with students at 
the start of the course. The 
topic links to prior learning 
from ‘Eroding Planet’ in Year 
8. 

Similarly these small topics 
also have links to KS3 
studies having studied 
issues linked to 
development in various 
topics, and themes linked to 
urbanisation in Y7, meaning 
that students have prior 
knowledge to build on. 
Themes studied in here will 
provide the building blocks 
for larger case study topics 
of ‘Nigeria and Lagos’ later 
in Year 10, and the ‘UK 
Economy’ and ‘Newcastle’ 
topics in Year 11. This 
interleaved approach allows 
for opportunities for 

The topics of ‘Climate 
Change’ and ‘Energy’ have 
been sequenced 
consecutively as they have 
many links between each 
other. Our energy future 
will impact on climate 
change and vice versa. 
Students have prior 
knowledge from ‘Weather 
and Climate’ in Year 8 and 
‘Food and Drink’ in Year 9 to 
build upon here, whilst 
these topics are also studied 
in the Year 10 Science 
curriculum too which helps 
to reinforce and embed 
learning. 

This is a case study topic 
from the ‘Urban Issues’ and 
‘Changing Economic World’ 
part of the course. Having 
studied development and 
urbanisation earlier in Year 
10 there is now a chance to 
build on these ideas, but 
with a focus on Nigeria. The 
case studies are taught 
together to give students 
more continuity and deepen 
understanding. Learning 
about the context of 
Nigeria’s situation as a NEE 
is important in terms of 
then understanding why 
Lagos is a rapidly growing 
city, and why some of the 

Finally, Year 10 is completed 
by returning to a physical 
process topic in the shape of 
‘River Landscapes.’ This 
allows for the interleaving 
and revisiting of some key 
concepts from ‘Coastal 
Landscapes’ earlier in the 
year to further consolidate 
these, such as types of 
erosion, hard and soft 
engineering, etc. At this 
point students complete 
their first fieldwork enquiry 
(physical enquiry) as this 
links to the learning in this 
topic, so it is of mutual 
benefit for Paper 1 and 3 
learning. 



 
 

retrieval and consolidation 
throughout the course.  

issues are being faced there. 
Similarly the same country 
has been picked for both 
developing world case 
studies to provide that 
greater depth, 
understanding and 
continuity. 

Assessment 
Opportunities: 

Assessment is a tool used by staff to check the progress of students. It is present in all lessons at a low stakes level so that staff can check understanding 
and plan accordingly to meet the emerging needs of students in subsequent lessons. This may occur in the form of retrieval and recall bell tasks at the 
start of lessons; targeted questioning to individual students or on a whole-class basis during the lesson; learning checkpoints during the lessons; and 
review of learning at the end of lessons. Home learning also provides an opportunity for teachers to assess the learning of students. At a formal level, 
students undertake a ‘knowledge check’ midway through a topic to assess learning so far and inform their teacher of gaps in knowledge or 
misconceptions. End of topic assessments are designed to assess students on a number of assessment objectives linked to the AQA GCSE specification.  

Learning at 
Home  

Home learning is set weekly. Students will be set a written piece of homework once a fortnight. This will be a task to consolidate or extend their learning 
on a topic, or could be a pre-learning activity set to research a particular topic in advance of the lesson. In the other week students will receive a 
fortnightly recall and retrieval quiz set on the Educake online platform. Students are given their own unique Educake account and their teacher will set 
questions for them to attempt. Students can retake the quiz multiple times to improve their score and enhance their learning. Students can also set 
quizzes themselves to test and improve their all-round geographical knowledge and understanding. 

Key 
Vocabulary 
 
 
 

physical processes  
mass movement 
erosion 
longshore drift 
deposition 
sediment 
landform 
engineering (hard and soft) 

development 
development gap 
Gross National Income (GNI) 
per head 
natural increase 
urbanisation 
sustainability 

climate change 
greenhouse effect 
mitigation 
adaptation 
energy security 
fracking 
sustainability 
 

industrial structure 
multiplier effect 
Transnational Corporations 
(TNCs) 
aid 
urban growth 
infrastructure 
 

long profile 
physical processes 
erosion 
transportation 
deposition 
meander 
levee 
hydrograph 
engineering (hard and soft) 

Spiritual, 
Moral, Social 
and Cultural 
concepts 
covered 

Spiritual concepts – The study of real people in real places, and of our relationship with the environment, is at the heart of the geography curriculum. In 
Year 10 students learn about many places around the world such as Nigeria in their developing world case study, Bihar in India, and places in the UK such 
as Lyme Regis in Dorset.  
Moral concepts – Geography is a subject that lends itself to investigation, debate and a consideration of different viewpoints. Many geographical topics 
have a moral element to them. For example in Year 10, students study the issues surround our energy future given dwindling supplies, escalating costs 
and issues of climate change. 



 
 

Social concepts – Social development is a focus in geography as students are often asked to share ideas and thoughts with each other or as a class, and 
at times work more collaboratively, such as during fieldwork investigations. The study of different places allows for comparisons to be made between 
those places and the UK, to allow students to reflect on British values of democracy, law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those 
with different faiths and beliefs. This can be seen when studying differences between Nigeria and the UK, and causes of uneven development when 
students consider political and historical factors for this, such as colonialisation. 
Cultural concepts – Studying different cultures around the world is a fundamental element of geography. In Year 10, consider the cultural background in 
countries such as Kenya and Nigeria. 

Links to 
careers and 
the world of 
work 
 

Geography is a broad subject which has links between many other subjects such as STEM subjects and those in the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences.  
 
Careers which the study of geography may lead to include: Teachers, Urban planners; Social workers; Environmental consultants; Civil servants, 
Members of Parliament; Entrepreneurs; Actors and comedians; Journalists; Political activists; Television presenters; Media production; Lawyers; 
Environmental activists; Medical doctors and other health professionals; Speech Writers; Water and energy industry; Employment with international 
organisations; Health policy officials; Business and finance consultants; Sports professionals; Armed forces personnel; amongst others. 
 
However, many people who study geography may find employment in seemingly unrelated professions given employers value of the subject and the 
transferable skills gained from studying geography. 

 


