
 
 

YEAR 8 GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 
Subject Curriculum Intent: 
Our aim is to promote the vitally important role that geography plays in understanding how the world works in an increasingly globalised society and economy. We aim to 
promote in all students a curiosity and fascination about the wider world outside of Redcar and Cleveland to give students a framework that resonates with them for 
understanding their own place in the world. To meet our goal of inspiring excellence in geography our curriculum is designed around four key branches: developing students’ 
knowledge and understanding of place; their understanding of physical and human geography; promoting an awareness of ourselves as global citizens and how sustainable 
choices can have a positive impact on our planet; and supporting the development of transferable skills which will lead to success in geography and enhance the cultural 
capital students need to prepare them for future successes. 

 Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 Topic 4 
Topic Weather and Climate The Almighty Dollar Eroding Planet Awesome Ecosystems 

Core 
Knowledge/ 
Threshold 
Concept 

• Defining weather and climate 
and exploring their differences. 

• The climate of the UK – factors 
affecting our the climate 

• Extreme weather: Beast from 
the East 

• The greenhouse effect and 
human causes of climate 
change 

• Impacts of climate change in 
the UK 

• Management of climate change 

• Why are so many products 
made in China? – role of TNCs 

• Types of employment 

• Chinese investment in Nigeria – 
improving Nigeria’s railways 

• How is life different in rural 
India compared to urban areas? 

• Focus on the geography of the 
Middle East 

• Globalisation – how globalised 
are we? 

• Water on Earth: exploring the 
hydrological cycle, in particular 
the river system 

• Types of erosion: how is land 
worn away? 

• River landforms: how do 
waterfalls erode over time? 

• Glaciation and glaciers 

• Glacial landforms: how were 
corries created by ice? 

• Coastal landforms: how do cliffs 
erode to form stacks? 

• Coastal management 

• Key features of an ecosystem 

• Biomes: large scale ecosystems 
on our planet 

• Tropical rainforests: key 
features of tropical rainforests 
and why they need protecting 

• Coral reefs – importance of 
coral reefs and impact of 
climate change  

Why this 
learning now? 
 
 
 

Learning is deliberately sequenced having considered what core knowledge is required to unlock deeper understanding of a topic and the ability to make 
connections between topics so that when implementing this intent, teachers can effectively and explicitly draw attention to where a 
keyword/concept/behaviour/pattern etc. has been seen before and effectively expose the relationship to the current topic through questions such as: 
Where have we seen this before? What does this remind us of? How does this have a relationship with what happened previously? How does our 
understanding of the previous concept inform our understanding of this one? and hence facilitate better learning. 

This topic builds on concepts linked 
to weather and climate from KS1 
and 2. The topic directly deals with 
the issue of climate change – what 

This topic addresses several key 
human geography issues to lay the 
foundations for further study in 
Year 9 and at GCSE. It builds on 

Learning build on the study of 
‘Geography Rocks’ in Year 7, by 
developing one area of the rock 
cycle to focus on erosion and how 

This topics links back to prior 
learning of ecosystems from KS2 
Geography and Science. Having 
studied the Sahara Desert in Year 7, 



 
 

it is, causes and effects. There are 
many synoptic links between 
climate change and other topics, so 
learning about this issue here allows 
reference to be made back to this 
point in future topics.   
 

ideas of development from ‘Our 
Planet’ and ‘Urban Jungle’ in Year 7 
and makes links between places to 
show how the world is 
interconnected through economy. 

this physical process shapes our 
land. This concept is revisited and 
developed at GCSE when exploring 
physical landscapes of the UK. 

students can link their learning from 
this to study different biomes in this 
topic. There are links to ‘Weather 
and Climate’ by exploring the 
importance of the rainforest to 
global climate, and also the impacts 
of climate change on coral reefs. 

Assessment 
Opportunities: 

Assessment is a tool used by staff to check the progress of students. It is present in all lessons at a low stakes level so that staff can check understanding 
and plan accordingly to meet the emerging needs of students in subsequent lessons. This may occur in the form of retrieval and recall bell tasks at the 
start of lessons; targeted questioning to individual students or on a whole-class basis during the lesson; learning checkpoints during the lessons; and 
review of learning at the end of lessons. Home learning also provides an opportunity for teachers to assess the learning of students. At a formal level, 
students undertake a ‘knowledge check’ midway through a topic to assess learning so far and inform their teacher of gaps in knowledge or 
misconceptions. End of topic assessments are designed to assess students on a number of assessment objectives such as: knowledge, skills, 
understanding of key concepts, evaluation and application.  

Learning at 
Home  
 

Home learning is set on a two week cycle where students will receive a recall and retrieval quiz set on Educake. Students are given their own unique 
Educake account and their teacher will set questions for them to attempt. Students can retake the quiz multiple times to improve their score and 
enhance their learning. Students can also set quizzes themselves to test and improve their all-round geographical knowledge and understanding. 
 

Key 
Vocabulary 
 

weather 
climate 
climate change 
greenhouse effect 
mitigation 

economy 
Transnational Corporations (TNCs) 
manufacturing 
globalisation 

drainage basin 
erosion 
landform 
waterfall 
glacier 
corrie 
stack 

ecosystem 
biome 
tropical rainforest 
coral reef 
 

Spiritual, 
Moral, Social 
and Cultural 
concepts 
covered 

Spiritual concepts – The study of real people in real places, and of our relationship with the environment, is at the heart of the geography curriculum. In 
Year 8 students learn about many places around the world such as China, Nigeria and India in the ‘Almighty Dollar’ topic.  
Moral concepts – Geography is a subject that lends itself to investigation, debate and a consideration of different viewpoints. Many geographical topics 
have a moral element to them. For example in Year 8, students study the global issue of climate change – it’s effects on people and the environment and 
how we should manage it. 
Social concepts – Social development is a focus in geography as students are often asked to share ideas and thoughts with each other or as a class, and 
at times work more collaboratively, such as in the coastal defence role play in ‘Eroding Planet.’ The study of different places allows for comparisons to be 
made between those places and the UK, to allow students to reflect on British values of democracy, law, individual liberty and mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.  



 
 

Cultural concepts – Studying different cultures around the world is a fundamental element of geography. In Year 8, students learn about different 
cultures in the ‘Almighty Dollar’ topic and study the Amazon rainforest in ‘Awesome Ecosystems.’ 

Links to 
careers and 
the world of 
work 
 

Geography is a broad subject which has links between many other subjects such as STEM subjects and those in the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences.  
 
Careers which the study of geography may lead to include: Teachers, Urban planners; Social workers; Environmental consultants; Civil servants, 
Members of Parliament; Entrepreneurs; Actors and comedians; Journalists; Political activists; Television presenters; Media production; Lawyers; 
Environmental activists; Medical doctors and other health professionals; Speech Writers; Water and energy industry; Employment with international 
organisations; Health policy officials; Business and finance consultants; Sports professionals; Armed forces personnel; amongst others. 
 
However, many people who study geography may find employment in seemingly unrelated professions given employers value of the subject and the 
transferable skills gained from studying geography. 

 


