
 
 

YEAR 11 HISTORY CURRICULUM PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 
Subject Curriculum Intent 
We aim to fire our pupils’ curiosity so that they can ask questions about the world as it was, so that they can explain the world as it is. Understanding is based around a spine 
of British History. Enquiries are sequenced in a coherent way so students can examine the interconnected nature of Britain’s relationship with the wider world to show the 
diversity of the inhabitants of the past.  We aim to show students that history is an interpretation which can be constructed and contested. Therefore, students will not just 
learn the latter but, also develop their disciplinary knowledge of our unique skills such as causation and interpretation. Thus, the narrative and skill will be sequenced and 
weaved through our curriculum so that students are able to become ‘history citizens,’ aware of the emergence of national institutions, problems and values so that they are 
equipped and can participate in the world around them and move into the careers of their choosing. 
 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 
Topic Conflict and Tension 

1918 - 1939 
 
Health and the People 
c1000 to the present 
day     

Health and the People 
c1000 to the present 
day 

Elizabethan England 
c1568 - 1603 

Elizabethan England 
c1568 – 1603  

Exam preparation and 
revision 

Exam preparation and 
revision 

Core 
Knowledge/ 
Threshold 
Concept 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The origins and 
outbreak of the Second 
World War: 

• Hitler’s foreign 
policy 1933 - 1939 

• Policy of 
appeasement 

 
The Middle Ages c1000 
– 1500: Medicine 
stands still: 

• Medieval medicine 

• Medical progress in 
the Middle Ages 

• Public health in the 
Middle Ages 

 

The 19th century c1800 
– 1900: A revolution in 
medicine: 

• Development and 
impact of Germ 
Theory 

• A revolution in 
surgery 

• Improvements in 
public health 

 
The 20th century c1900 
– today: Modern 
medicine: 

• Modern treatment 
of disease 

Elizabeth I’s court and 
parliament: 

• Elizabeth I and her 
court 

• The difficulties of a 
female ruler 

 
Troubles at home and 
abroad (1): 

• Religious matters 

• Mary Queen of 
Scots including the 
historic 
environment: 
Sheffield Manor 
Lodge 

 

Life in Elizabethan 
times: 

• A ‘Golden Age’ 

• The poor 

• English sailors 
 
Troubles at home and 
abroad (2): 

• The conflict 
with Spain  

Revision of knowledge 
and skills for: 

• America: 
opportunity and 
inequality 1920 – 
1973 

• Conflict and 
tension: the inter-
war years 1919 – 
1939 

• Health and the 
people c1000 to 
today  

Revision of knowledge 
and skills for:  

• Elizabethan 
England c1568 – 
1603 



 
 

Renaissance Britain 
c1500 – 1800: The 
beginnings of change: 

• The impact of the 
Renaissance on 
Britain 

• Dealing with 
disease 

• Prevention of 
disease 

• Impact of war and 
technology on 
surgery 

• Modern public 
health 

Why this 
learning now? 
 
 
 

Learning is deliberately sequenced having considered what core knowledge is required to unlock deeper understanding of a topic and the ability to make 
connections between topics so that when implementing this intent, teachers can effectively and explicitly draw attention to where a 
keyword/concept/behaviour/pattern etc has been seen before and effectively expose the relationship to the current topic through questions such as: 
Where have we seen this before? What does this remind us of? How does this have a relationship with what happened previously? How does our 
understanding of the previous concept inform our understanding of this one and hence facilitate better learning? 

The first few weeks of 
Y11 will be begin with 
completing the ‘conflict 
and tension’ unit from 
the end of Y10. 
 
Students encounter the 
theme of public health 
in their enquiries into 
life in the Middle Ages 
during Y7 and during 
their enquiries into 
change and continuity 
in seventeenth century 
England in Y8.  

Students explore some 
of the developments 
within public health 
during their enquiries 
into the lives of 
working people during 
the Industrial 
Revolution in Y8. 
Students examine the 
nature of warfare 
during their enquiries 
into the First and 
Second World Wars in 
Y9. 

Students encounter 
Elizabeth I during their 
enquiries into Tudor 
England and the 
‘religious rollercoaster’ 
in Y7. The concept of 
religion causing 
conflict is further 
developed in Y8 during 
enquiries into the 
English Civil War. 

Students explore 
developments within 
the lives of ordinary 
people during their 
enquiries throughout 
KS3. E.g. lives of 
peasants in Y7, 
working class people in 
Y8 and women in Y9.  

Time is allocated at the end of the GCSE course 
to allow students to consolidate their learning 
and focus on exam skills in order to prepare 
them for their terminal exams. 

Assessment 
Opportunities: 

Firstly methods of formative assessment will be used in lessons to judge whether students are ready to move on. This could be through recall activities, 
questioning and peer assessment etc. Secondly students will also be assessed summatively with an end of enquiry knowledge test and core assessments 
for identified pieces of work.    



 
 

Formal, summative in-
class assessment to be 
completed between 
10.10.22 and 21.10.22. 

Formative assessment 
tasks to be completed 
within lessons. 

Mock exams begin w/c 
23.1.23. 

Formative assessment 
tasks to be completed 
within lessons. 

Formative assessment 
tasks to be completed 
within lessons. 

 

Learning at 
Home  

In each two-week home learning cycle, students will receive a task based upon knowledge recall and retrieval, as well as a bespoke study skills task e.g. 
creating revision resources or answering a practice exam question. 

Key 
Vocabulary 
 
 
 

Amputation 
Anaesthetic 
Anatomy 
Astrology 
Cauterise 
Cure-alls 
Dissection 
Epidemic 
Humours 
Inoculation 
Miasma 
Quack 
Vaccination 

Antibiotics 
Antiseptics 
Aseptic surgery 
Cholera 
Chloroform 
Keyhole surgery 
Magic bullets 
Pasteurisation 
Penicillin 
Pharmaceutical 
Transfusion 
Transplant 

Court 
Courtier 
Religious settlement 
Excommunication 
Gentry 
Jesuit 
Lord Lieutenants 
Missionaries 
Patronage 
Progresses 
Privy Council 
Puritan 
Recusants 
Secretary of State 
Yeoman 

Almshouses 
Armada 
Circumnavigation 
Colony 
Culture 
Empire 
Houses of correction 
Inflation 
New World 
Papal Bull 
Poor laws 
Treason 
Vagabond 
 

  

Spiritual, 
Moral, Social 
and Cultural 
concepts 
covered 

• Knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values 

• Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them 

• Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of 
others on these issues.  

• Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others.  

• Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life 
in modern Britain. 

Links to 
careers and 
the world of 
work 

Bench mark 7: Encounters with universities. For example, lectures by Teesside University and Durham and Holocaust Education Trust.  
Bench mark 4: Linking Leaning to careers  
 

 


