
 
 

YEAR 7 History CURRICULUM PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 
Subject Curriculum Intent: We aim to fire our pupils’ curiosity so that they can ask questions about the world as it was, so that they can explain the world as it is. 
Understanding is based around a spine of British history. Enquiries are sequenced in a coherent way so students can examine the interconnected nature of Britain’s 
relationship with the wider world to show the diversity of the inhabitants of the past.  We aim to show students that history is an interpretation which can be constructed 
and contested. Therefore, students will not just learn the latter but, also develop their disciplinary knowledge of our unique skills such as causation and interpretation. Thus, 
the narrative and skill will be sequenced and weaved through our curriculum so that students are able to become ‘history citizens’.   Aware of the emergence of national 
institutions, problems and values so that they are equipped and can participate in the world around them and move in to the careers of their choosing. 
 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 
Topic/ Enquiry 
Question.  

What has been found 
and why is it there?  
What did the Anglo 
Saxons do all day?  

Was one kind of 
England annihilated 
and another set up?  

Why did the people of 
Guisborough live in 
such simple housing 
and build such glorious 
cathedrals?  

Could Medieval 
Monarchs do what 
they wanted?  

What can evidence tell 
us about ordinary 
peoples lives in the 
Middle Ages?  
Did rats or rebels 
change people’s lives 
the most?  

What travelled along 
the silk roads? 

Core 
Knowledge/ 
 
Threshold 
Concept 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge of  
What an enquiry is.    
To know what the 
archaeologists found in 
the bog.  
To make inferences 
from evidence about 
what is in a bog and 
why the Tollund man 
was in a bog from the 
evidence.  
Who the Anglo Saxons 
were in 1066.  

Knowledge of:  
Who the claimants to 
the throne were in 
1066.  
The events and battle 
of Stamford Bridge and 
Hastings.   
Reasons why William 
won at the Battle of 
Hastings. 
The impact of the 
Norman conquest 
including rebellions in 
the north 
The development of 
castles 

Knowledge of  
Reasons why the 
church was important 
in the Middle Ages.  
 The different beliefs 
and practices of the 
church including 
heaven and hell 
purgatory and 
pilgrimage. .  
What a crusade is.  
The  
The power struggle 
between Thomas 
Beckett and Henry II  

Knowledge of:  
Qualities of a 
successful Medieval 
monarch.   
Knowledge of  
Henry II, King John.  
Challenge to the power 
and authority/power 
of the Medieval Kings 
by knights, barons, 
archbishops and 
empresses.   
The Magna Carta and 
the development of 
Parliament 
To know whether 
rulers in the wider 

Knowledge of:  
What evidence can tell 
us about peasants.  
The farming year.  
Beliefs of ordinary 
people.   
Migration and diversity 
of society.   
The treatment of the 
Jews in the Middle 
Ages.  
The significance of the 
Black Death and 
Peasants Revolt.  

Knowledge of:  
How the Ancient world 
was interconnected.  
The effect of the 
Ancient worlds on 
England and the 
impact of England on 
the Ancient worlds.  
What the Silk roads are 
and what travelled 
along the silk roads.  
 



 
 

world were more 
effective.  

Why this 
learning now? 
 
 

Learning is deliberately sequenced having considered what core knowledge is required to unlock deeper understanding of a topic and the ability to make 
connections between topics as that when implementing this intent, teachers can effectively and explicitly draw attention to where a historical concept/ 
key word/ behaviour/ pattern etc has been seen previously and effectively expose the relationship through effective questioning, . 

Links to the National 
Curriculum: the study 
of an aspect or theme 
in British history that 
consolidates and 
extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge from before 
1066 and teach 
students the skills of 
enquiry.  
 
An overview of the 
time periods  
Recall key skills such as 
inference and 
chronology from KS2.  
Introducing the 
process of historical 
enquiry.   
Establishing core 
concepts: authority, 
status, conflict.   

Links to the National 
Curriculum:  the 
development of 
Church, state and 
society in Medieval 
Britain 1066-1509 
 
Links to previous term 
work on the Anglo 
Saxons and the reasons 
for invasion and end of 
the monarchy. It also 
acts as a chronological 
marker for students. It 
lays the foundations 
for students 
understanding of 
medieval society and 
understanding of the 
experience of empire 
in year 8 summer term.  

Links to the National 
Curriculum:  the 
development of 
Church, state and 
society in Medieval 
Britain 1066-1509 
 
Religion permeates all 
other topics in year 7 
and links to the 
religious roller coaster 
in Y8 and impact of 
religious change on 
medicine and Elizabeth 
rule at GCSE and future 
understanding at A 
level of the role of 
religion in society both 
in Britain and the 
wider world.    

Links to the National 
Curriculum:  the 
development of 
Church, state and 
society in Medieval 
Britain 1066-1509 
 
 
Links back to autumn 
term in Year 7.   
Students consider the 
authority and power of 
the monarchy and 
limitations which It 
exists in. A concept 
which runs through 
KS3, KS4 and KS5.   
Develop students 
understanding of 
England in the wider 
world pre-Empire.  

Links to the National 
Curriculum:  the 
development of 
Church, state and 
society in Medieval 
Britain 1066-1509 
 
 
Links to autumn term 
year 7 and continues 
to build students 
knowledge of everyday 
life in the Middle Ages 
and focusing on the 
concepts of status, 
diversity and beliefs. 
  

Links to the National 
Curriculum:  the 
development of 
Church, state and 
society in Medieval 
Britain 1066-1509 
 
 
Links to students 
understanding of 
England’s position pre-
Empire and the 
interconnected nature 
of Britain and the 
wider world.  
 

 Firstly methods of formative assessment will be used in lessons to judge whether students are ready to move on? This could be through recall activities, 
questioning and peer assessment etc. Secondly students will also be assessed summatively with an end of enquiry knowledge test and core assessments 
for identified pieces of work.    

Assessment 
Opportunities: 

Inferences 
Narrative 

Evaluation of 
interpretation 
Causation essay  

Causation essay  
 
 

 
 

Significance -written 
judgement.  
Useful question 

 



 
 

Learning at 
Home  

Home learning will be set in accordance with the school policy. Home learning will include a mixture of activities which either recall prior learning such as 
quizzes, written pieces and research. Some may be more creative and expect students to produce something. Other home learning may include research 
based on provided material in preparation for the next lesson.   

Key 
Vocabulary 
 
 

Chronology  
Inference   
Hierarchy 

Claimant 
Interpretation 
Annihilated  
Conquest  
Rebellion 

Glorious  
Crusade  
Pilgrimage  
Massacre 
Turbulent  
Purgatory 

Empire 
Parliament   
Authority  
Baron  

Peasant 
Famine  
Alien  
Tolerant  
 

Silk roads  
Wisdom  
Trade  

Spiritual, 
Moral, Social 
and Cultural 
concepts 
covered 

• knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values 

• Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them 

• Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of 
others on these issues.  

• Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others.  

• Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life 
in modern Britain. 

Links to 
careers and 
the world of 
work 

Bench mark 7:  
Bench mark 4:  
 
 

 


