
 
 

YEAR 8 History CURRICULUM PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 
Subject Curriculum Intent  
We aim to fire our pupils’ curiosity so that they can ask questions about the world as it was, so that they can explain the world as it is. Understanding is based around a spine 
of British history. Enquiries are sequenced in a coherent way so students can examine the interconnected nature of Britain’s relationship with the wider world to show the 
diversity of the inhabitants of the past.  We aim to show students that history is an interpretation which can be constructed and contested. Therefore, students will not just 
learn the latter but, also develop their disciplinary knowledge of our unique skills such as causation and interpretation. Thus, the narrative and skill will be sequenced and 
weaved through our curriculum so that students are able to become ‘history citizens’.   Aware of the emergence of national institutions, problems and values so that they are 
equipped and can participate in the world around them and move in to the careers of their choosing.  

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 
Topic/ Enquiry  Was the Modern Era a 

period of constant 
change?  

How did people react 
to religious ‘Tudor 
roller coaster’ of the 
Reformation? 
How did Elizabeth deal 
with threats at home 
and abroad?   

What can we learn 
from the life of Lucy 
Hay about the Civil 
War in 1642?  
 

Were the Mughals 
more successful than 
the Tudor and Stuarts? 
 

Is Yarm typical of life in 
Industrial England? 
Were the experiences 
of Empire the same for 
everyone? 

Were the experiences 
of Empire the same for 
everyone? 
What can we learn 
from the experience of 
John Jackson and 
Equiano about the 
slave trade? 

Core 
Knowledge/ 
 
Threshold 
Concept 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge of.  
The term Modern Era.  
Key features of society 
in the Modern Era.   
Whether the Modern 
Era was a period of 
constant change.  
The personality of 
Henry VIII 
 

Knowledge of the:  
Difference between 
Protestantism and 
Catholicism.  
key changes to religion 
by the Tudors and the 
impact of these 
changes.   
The effectiveness of 
Elizabeth I.  
Causes of the defeat of 
the Spanish Armada.  

Reasons for the Civil 
War  
Life of Lucy Hay and 
the Civil War.  
The role of women in 
the sixteenth and 
seventeenth century.  
Whether an individual 
can make history.  
The power/authority 
of the king and the 
development of 
parliament.  
Who were the main 
superpowers in the 
sixteenth century.  

Knowledge of:  
The Mughal Empire 
and the rule of Akbar 
the Great.  
Whether the rulers of 
the Mughal Empire 
were better rulers than 
the Tudors and the 
Stuarts.  
How united was the UK 
in 1745  
Impact of the Industrial 
Revolution in the local 
area. Including: 
development of towns, 

Knowledge of:  
Impact of the Industrial 
Revolution in the local 
area. Including: 
development of towns, 
jobs and living 
conditions.  
What the British 
Empire is.  
To know the reasons 
for the building of 
empires.  
The experience of 
empire in India, 
Australia and Africa.  

Knowledge of:   
the debate about the 
Empire and that 
different historians 
have different 
perspectives.  
 
 



 
 

jobs and living 
conditions.  

Why this 
learning now? 
 
 

Learning is deliberately sequenced having considered what core knowledge is required to unlock deeper understanding of a topic and the ability to make 
connections between topics as that when implementing this intent, teachers can effectively and explicitly draw attention to where a historical concept/ 
key word/ behaviour/ pattern etc has been seen previously and effectively expose the relationship through effective questioning. 

Links to the National 
Curriculum: The 
development of 
Church, state and 
society and political 
power in 1509-1745. 
Pre=1066  
The curriculum 
sequence links to year 
7 as allows students to 
recall key concepts and 
compare to new 
information.  
Enables students to 
recall key concepts 
from year 7 and will lay 
the foundations for the 
autumn and spring 
terms in year 8  

Links to the National 
Curriculum: the 
development of 
Church, state and 
society in Britain 1509-
1745. 
The curriculum 
sequence links directly 
to previous units on 
beliefs and authority in 
the Spring term Year7 
and causes. It lays the 
foundations for 
students 
understanding of the 
cause of both the 
Spanish invasion and 
the English Civil War 
and position in the 
wider world ay KS3 and 
KS4.    

Links to the National 
Curriculum: the 
development of 
Church, state and 
society in Britain 1509-
1745. 
The curriculum 
sequence links to prior 
knowledge in the 
autumn term of year 8 
on beliefs and 
authority of the 
monarch, development 
of parliament and the 
role of women. It 
continues to consider 
the position of England 
pre-Empire and 
empires in the wider 
world.  

Links to the National 
Curriculum: include 
how Britain has 
influenced and been 
influenced by the 
wider world and the 
the characteristic 
features of non-
European societies and 
how the British Isles 
were created.    
 
The, curriculum 
sequences links to 
prior learning on the 
Tudor and Stuarts in 
the autumn and spring 
terms and other 
societies in summer 
year7. Links to future 
understanding of 
origins of the British 
Empire in India in the 
summer term. 

Links to the National 
Curriculum: ideas, 
political power, 
industry and empire: 
Britain, 1745-1901 the 
expansion of empires, 
pre-1066,  
A local history study 
 
 

Links to the National 
Curriculum: ideas, 
political power and 
empire Britain 1745-
1901. Slavery and a 
local history study. 
The curriculum 
sequences links to 
prior knowledge   
 
 

Assessment 
Opportunities: 

Foremost, formative assessment will be used in everyday lessons to judge whether students are ready to move on? This could be through recall activities 
questioning and peer assessment etc. Secondly students will also be assessed summatively with an end of enquiry knowledge test and core assessments 
for identified pieces of work.    

Radio broadcast  Evaluation of an 
interpretation. 
Causation essay.  

Group presentation 
Judgement 

Useful question  Causation essay  End of term exam  



 
 

Learning at 
Home  

Home learning will be set in accordance with the school policy. Home learning will include a mixture of activities which either recall prior learning such as 
quizzes, written pieces and research. Some may be more creative and expect students to produce something. Other home learning may include research 
based on provided material in preparation for the next lesson.   

Key 
Vocabulary 
 
 
 

Regress 
Turning point  
Modern Era  
 
 

Protestant  
Reformation  
Heretic  
Privy council 
Autocratic   

Civil War 
Salons 
Democracy  
Diplomat 

Descendant  
Revolution  
Union  
Industrial Revolution 

Proud  
Empire 
Colonist  
Settler  
 

Transported  
Abolition  
Trade triangle  
De-colonisation  

Spiritual, 
Moral, Social 
and Cultural 
concepts 
covered 

• knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values 

• Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them 

• Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of 
others on these issues.  

• Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others.  

• Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life 
in modern Britain. 

Links to 
careers and 
the world of 
work 

Bench mark 7: Encounters with universities. 
Bench mark 4: Linking Leaning to careers  
 
 

 


