YEAR 7 Drama CURRICULUM PROGRESSION OVERVIEW

‘Building confidence, developing collaboration, enhancing communication.'

In Drama at Laurence Jackson School, our goal is to inspire and engage students to develop a love of drama and increase their confidence, collaboration and
communication skills to understand and meet the challenges of a diverse and changing society and the world of work. In Drama, we create a safe space where
we encourage pupils to make the most of the opportunities we have to offer — sometimes this means being experimental, challenging views and taking risks —

this enables pupils to become self-assured, collaborative, inquisitive, articulate, resilient, confident and responsible members of the wider world.

Autumn Term 1

Autumn Term 2

Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2

Summer Term 1

Summer Term 2

face/body, voice,
suspension of disbelief,
mime, gesture,
projection performance,
stage discipline,
staging, audience and
projection.

Be aware of drama
techniques to begin to
communicate ideas
such as: freezeframe,
conscience alley and
mirroring.

Application of facial
expression, body
language, gesture,
posture, movement and
voice.

understanding of key
stylistic elements of
silent movies in a short
performance such as:
use of music, gesture,
stock characters and
slapstick.

Consider mime
independently and
collaboratively, to tell a
story (seven stories)
and its use when
responding to stimuli.

Apply technical, stylistic and interpretive skill to
the play, ‘The Terrible Fate of Humpty Dumpty.’
Develop skills and techniques for performance.
Apply skills and techniques in rehearsal and
performance.

genre, associated
techniques, plays
within genre, context.
Apply learned theatre
techniques to create
own theatre on specific
styles. Participate in
watching ‘live’ theatre
Discuss impressions as
an audience.

Consider production
value, directorial and
acting choices,
elements of
performance and

elements of production.

Topic An introduction to Mime and Silent Reading a script + studying a play Exploring Genre + Devising Horror
Drama movies Theatre Review

Core Demonstrate GENRE + PRACITIONER | SCRIPT GENRE + THEATRE DEVISING

Knowledge/ application of drama, Apply_drama Explore context and writer’s background. MAKING Explore the elements of
rehearsal, group work techniques to Examine key themes and motifs within the play. Prepare for a ‘live’ narrative such as:

Threshold and contribution, communicate to others. | Recall previously studied practitioners and, where | performance. setting, character, plot,

Concept characterisation, Demonstrate relevant, apply to the play. Conduct research into and structure.

Develop the use of
drama techniques to
explore and
communicate ideas
such as: role play,
freeze-frame,
flashback,
flashforward, still
image and narration.
Devise and perform
pieces of theatre from
horror stimuli.
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Why this
learning now?

Learning is deliberately sequenced having considered what core knowledge is required to unlock deeper understanding of a topic and the ability to make
connections between topics so that when implementing this intent, teachers can effectively and explicitly draw attention to where a
keyword/concept/behaviour/pattern etc has been seen before and effectively expose the relationship to the current topic through questions such as:
Where have we seen this before? What does this remind us of? How does this have a relationship with what happened previously? How does our

understanding of the previous concept inform our understanding of this one? and hence facilitate better learning.

At this stage in their
school careers, pupils
are unlikely to have
studied Drama in great
depth. This topic will
address this by
covering a range of
skills and techniques
essential for successful
Drama study.

Pupils now have an
understanding of what
Drama is. Studying a
traditional genre and
practitioner(s) gives a
foundation of familiar
performance skills and
techniques to draw
upon for their own
theatre making.

Drawing upon knowledge and skills from the first
term, pupils are now ready to study a more
modern topic and be introduced to new skills and
techniques required by the playwright, director
and performers.

Having just studied a
play from stage to
page, it is time return
to traditional theatre
and study a new and
distinctive genre and
take the opportunity to
study a ‘live’
performance.

Pupils are developing
their critical eye and
voice and beginning to
explore the scope of
what theatre making
entails.

Using knowledge and
skills gained
throughout the year,
pupils should have the
confidence to create
their own theatre.

Assessment
Opportunities:

Assessment foci:
e Performance-

Staging Stage Discipline e Characterisation- voice Voice/Face/Body voice
e Characterisation- e Rehearsal- e Performance- e Characterisation-
Face/body Contribution Staging Face/body

Assessment foci:
e Performance-

Assessment foci:
e Rehearsal- Groupwork

Assessment foci:
e Characterisation-

Assessment foci:
e Characterisation-

Performances in every lesson are followed by either self, peer or teacher evaluation
Microsoft forms used to test essential knowledge on the topic (formative assessment).

Formal self-evaluation (summative assessment) at end of topic by watching key performances during this half term and using the assessment criteria to

evaluate progress and areas to improve.

The Theatre Review unit offers opportunities to explore elements of production and performance and comment on effectiveness and will end in a creation

of a formal theatre review.

Learning at
Home

Every topic has its own Knowledge Organiser to study followed by a Microsoft Form to tests this knowledge. Following Evaluation lesson
(once per topic), pupils will be required to compete a formal self-evaluation via Microsoft Forms. All of this will be available on Classcharts.

‘Drama @ LIS’
Knowledge Organiser

*Mime/Silent movies’
Knowledge Organiser

‘Year 7 play’ Knowledge Organiser

Microsoft Form set mid topic

‘Year 7 ‘Live’ theatre’
Knowledge organiser

‘Devising Horror’
Knowledge Organiser
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Microsoft Form set mid | Microsoft Form set mid | MS Form Formal Evaluation of own performance Microsoft Form set mid | Microsoft Form set mid
topic topic sent following evaluation lesson topic topic
MS Form Formal MS Form Formal
Evaluation of own Evaluation of own
performance sent performance sent
following evaluation following evaluation
lesson lesson
Key Drama essential Drama essential Drama essential vocabulary: Drama essential Drama essential
Vocabulary vocabulary: vocabulary: Rehearsal vocabulary: vocabulary:
Rehearsal Performance Characterisation Characterisation Characterisation
Performance Rehearsal Script Performance Devising
Characterisation Practitioner Exaggeration
Evaluation .. and related Choral movement .. and related
Genre vocabulary, Unison vocabulary,
Practitioner particularly: Narration particularly:
Script Slapstick Mythology Narrative
Devising Commedia dell’arte Plot
Stock characters Structure
.. and related Hyperbole Setting
vocabulary,
particularly:
Confidence
Collaboration
Communication
Spiritual, Within the year 7 Drama Curriculum, pupils are exposed to a range of themes and have the many opportunities to partake in SMSC
Moral, Social discussion and exploration.
and Cultural By its very nature, Drama study enables and facilitates pupils ‘use of range of social skills’. In every lesson, pupils are given the opportunity
concepts to ‘use their imagination and creativity in their learning’. In the genre of mime and devising units, pupils are encouraged to have a ‘sense of
enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves'.
covered The play we study in year 7, develops pupils’ moral self. They are able to ‘recognise the difference between right and wrong’ and to
vicariously ‘understand the consequences of [their] behaviour and attitudes’.
Links to The Drama department works closely with the careers department to offer our pupils opportunities to study, meet and collaborate with the
careers and theatre industry to understand and appreciate the range of work available to our young people.
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the world of
work

The Drama department works closely with the careers department to offer our pupils opportunities to study, meet and collaborate with the
theatre industry to understand and appreciate the range of work available to our young people.
Career pathways include the following: Actor, Critic, Director, Drama Editor, Drama Teacher, Event Planner, Theatre Journalist, Linguist,

Magazine Contributor, Playwright, Producer, Production Crew Member, Researcher, Speech Writer, Stage Manager, Television Series
Producer, Theatre Company Director, Writer.




